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Pattern. Decoration that grows out of the manner of making
an article is usually better than that applied after the form is com-
pleted. Therefore chinaware may well depend on the plastic
quality of the clay itself for its decoration, for lines or spaces can
be depressed or built up in clay. See pages 23 and 334.
Design should emphasize form rather than enhance it. In other
words, a pattern should usually follow the lines of the object it
decorates. A band following the outer edge of a plate is abso-
lutely correct, whereas a triangular decoration does not fit a round
plate. Restraint in decoration demands' that, if the border decora-
tion is interesting, the center should be plain. An ornamented
center makes it unnecessary to decorate the edge of a plate. Bits
of pattern scattered here and there over a dish are quite likely to
be poor. Indeed, compactness is usually a good quality in design
of any kind.
All three types of decorative motifs, naturalistic, stylized, and
geometric, are to be found on dishes. Unfortunately, the com-
monplace naturalistic designs are most numerous. Pictorial de-
signs on chinaware are lamentable but common, ranging from
hunting scenes to college buildings. Affection for one's alma
mater is not most appropriately expressed by putting gravy on
her dignified fagades. Stylized and geometric designs are usually
superior to the naturalistic, although some excellent naturalistic
designs can be found. See page 333.
Traditional patterns in chinaware are reproduced for use with
period furniture. Some of the authentic old designs are worthy
of revival, but many should be discontinued.
Some of the best designs that ornament dishes are found in
peasmt wares. In them there is a decoration freely and joyously
applied without too much mechanical measuring beforehand. The
freshness of design in the ware comes from skill of the designer
however, and not from lack of skill.
Modern dishes are usually without ornamentation although some
are well decorated. The decorative designs sometimes consist
of a highly stylized motif, possibly a flower or fish, which ap-
pear in the center of the dish, without repetition. Although it is
in reality a carefully studied design which fits into the space it
occupies, it has. the appearance of being freely drawn. Such de-
signs are usually planned to suit modern mass production.

